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If we define German literature as a literature written in Germany by the Germans in
German, German literature begins under the Saxon dynasty of the Kingdom of East
Frank in the 11" century. But only a few manuscripts of literary works from this age are
extant. However, many works written during the Staufen dynasty in the 12" century
still exist. Therefore, practically speaking, German literature begins with this age. This
paper analyzes the characteristics of the verse from the middle of the 12" century to the
beginning of the 13" century. It concludes that verse in this period critically reflects
historical and social issues, in particular those related to the literary activities and

concerns of the nobility in the court cultures of the day.
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Do, BOFORFLEROEETBELOLAZ EEEDRE N, £t
bHDODERBDOEBHFND, AT TR TR TOBOFERENLRNVEFIC, £
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ZTLCY 72— F TEEE] & EEE) 28BBELCEOREE, HH0
R TZANOLDOEYR] IZhbd ;- TWNDH,

I Saget mir ieman, waz ist minne?
weiz ich des ein teil, sO west ich es gerne mé.
der sich baz denne ich versinne,
der berihte mich, durch waz sie tuot s6 wé.
Minne ist minne, tuot sie wol ;
tuot sie wé, s heizet sie niht rehte minne.

sus enweiz ich, wie sie denne heizen sol.

II  Ob ich rehte raten kunne,
waz die minne si, s6 sprechet denne ja.
minne ist zweier herzen wunne :
teilent sie geliche, so ist die minne da.
Sol sie aber ungeteilet sin,
sOne kan sie ein herze aleine niht enthalden.

owé, woltest{i, mir helfen, vrouwe min !  (L.69,1 D% 1 &i & &F 2 i)

(ERThEZo T NET o, BLlIMMr, RbZNED LI ->TEB0 F
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HOZLIITEERA, BB, RIHZ2ELTKEZSVEHALN, DHA
AN&o ) (BlE. FAYHRHEEFFERRE I o3P 2] &)

1150 EEOKE LW OT 7 « 742 « Fa—L L7 b ZREE 1300
ERBICELIETOIVEP U T —IZIIRAVE, FEERESTREBRENE E
o, O TEA R EBEETST20, FENRT —<X, MO AB~O%E, AR
MSPHA~DETIERL, BLBoEThoTz, THRIEFEETICEME2 7 v—
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I =RVl OV —LEe L NTHDH, RO—2 7Y —N2HER
T&Jé?ﬂ/&/]\f&/& DFEENTRICEEHZR SN ) —2L e FnNESE
EICE ST L& RICHTLHEBITHEFR DD LRz, Ty 7Y — | -
THy a2 hT—ZATA IO TR ARAZ L] OBEL, NUREZ A4V L
TOET, PIAXORRX VT EE2BEY L RMGEOBELETHY , HER LT
EOBEBEICE MNP LR T HBERHRLOTH S,

6. it O

12 HACEIZLUE RA VEBICLA2EBROZOOXZELNEBOTRB TH D
B RO ERIZE > Thix EENPND LI D, 0 DAERRE (CHET
LHE LT, BROGELESICHTIMHORBENEDHT DL LN TE D,
Wim, O DAERBETH-T-BEETHHEMICTFON TV EEZMR LY
B LZEEDDIT TR L CRVR, ERICIEEFROKImEE S Z LN TX
Lo WHEFHEOE B ~BEVSLCEZOX,. TV AZ ] OFETIT Yy b7 U —
he x>y e va bhIT—RAT NI RBRXTNDE TZOEITEER DI LEOE%
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R OLIMINCME> TWVWDL ThAH, FHOBROGERFET L EEHE OB E)N
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